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When,  in  1915,  California  passed  its  Home  Teacher  Act,  it  assumed 
responsibiUty  for  a  new  idea  in  immigrant  education.  Heretofore  all 
adult  education  had  been  considered  only  in  the  Ught  of  its  possible 
reflection  upon  the  welfare  of  the  children.  Home  visitors  had  been 
placed  in  schools  throughout  the  East.  The  duty  of  these  women  is  to 
look  after  the  homes  and  parents  of  children  who  have  shown  some 
snbnormaUty  in  their  school  life.  The  parents  of  children  who  have 
not  come  to  the  attention  of  the  teachers  as  defective,  delinquait  or 
retarded,  receive  no  visits  from  the  home  visitor ;  in  some  states  it  is 
espeeiiOly  provided  that  no  visits  shaU  be  made  until  defectives  be 
proved. 

The  State  Commission  of  Immigration  and  Housing  believes  tiiat  the 

problem  of  immigrant  education  is  distinctly  an  adult  problem.  And 
while  no  education  that  is  given  to  the  adult  can  fail  to  return  its  share 
of  benefit  to  the  children,  that  of  the  adult,  and  especially  the  mother, 
is  to  be  considered  on  its  own  merit  rather  than  as  a  secondary  consid- 
eration. Consequently,  the  Home  Teacher  is  for  the  education  of  all 
the  foreign  women  in  her  district,  whether  their  children  be  above  or 
below  the  normal  line  in  schooL 

Although  the  law  has  been  on  the  statute  books  for  more  than  two 
years,  boards  of  education  have  not  availed  themselves  in  any  large  way 
of  this  opportunity  for  extending  the  service  of  the  schools.  In  two 
schools  in  Los  Angeles,  however,  where  home  teachers  have  been  regn- 
larfy  established,  one  un^r  the  school  board,  and  the  other  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Daughters  df  the  American  Bevolution,  splendid 
classes  have  been  maintained,  that  have  established  standards  of  work. 

Ag  a  special  demonstration  of  the  possibilities  of  the  home  teachci'. 
an  ^perim^t  has  been  tried  in  Loe  Angeles  during  this  summer,  in 
which  the  various  educational  forces  of  the  community  have  cooperated 
in  a  large  Americanization  program. 

Twenty-one  centers  with  27  classes  for  foreign  women  have  been 
started  in  places  where  the  work  heretofore  has  been  neglected  or 
unsuccessful.  These  classes  have  been  tau^it  by  students  from  the  Los 
Angeles  State  Normal  School,  either  recently  graduated,  or  working 
for  credit  at  the  schooL  The  work  has  been  directed  and  supervised  by 
a  normal  school  teacher,  who  is  an  expert  in  immigrant  education  and 
the  supervisor  of  immigrant  education  in  the  Los  Angeles  public  night 
schools.  The  project  has  been  financed,  in  so  far  as  money  was  neees- 
sary,  by  the  State  Commission  of  Immigration  and  Housing,  and  super- 
vised by  the  Los  Angeles  office  of  the  commission.  The  International 
IiMtitute  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  lent  its  foreign 
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visitors  to  the  or*raiiization  of  the  classes  and,  through  its  local  secre- 
tary, assisted  in  the  supervision  of  the  work. 

Only  through  the  splendid  coop^ation  of  all  the  existing  agencies 
could  tlie  summer  work  have  sueeeeded.  No  iMid  wganiaaliaii  wm 
called  upon  for  help  that  did  not  promptly  respond  with  i<»  aid. 

The  Board  of  Health  lielped  by  eriticisin*]:  some  lessons  which  were 
written  on  care  of  the  baby  and  general  sanitation.  The  nurses  and 
housing  inspectors  assisted  in  advertising  classes.  The  Oity  Library 
supplied  books  and  furniture  for  a  houjae  in  a  locality  where  no  public 
huildinLT  was  available. 

The  City  Board  of  Education  lent  its  interest  and  cooperation  and 
supplied  some  nmterials,  and  the  ^iperintend^Kts  visited  the  sehoois 
and  reported  enthusiastically  upon  tiiem. 


The  Ltogan  Avenue  School — A  very  high  type  of  women  join  this  class. 


As  the  work  was  distinctly  pioneerinj?  in  a  more  or  less  new  field,  it 
was  necessary  to  use  all  possible  assistance  to  bring  the  classes  together. 
In  each  district  a  woman  was  chosen  who  knew  the  foreigners  in  that 
locality.  She  chose  a  leader  among  them  and,  with  the  foreign  leader 
and  the  girls  who  were  going  to  teach  the  class,  called  on  a  number 
of  the  women,  asking  them  what  they  would  like  to  do,  inviting  them 
for  sewing  or  cooking  or  gymnasium  or  whatever  seemed  to  interest 
them.  For  a  week  before  Ute  classes  began  the  girls  visited  in  tiie 
neighborhood  making  friends  with  their  future  pupils. 

The  classes  met  in  many  places.  Some  were  held  in  the  public 
schools;  others  in  private  houses;  one  met  in  a  settlement;  another  in 
the  open  patio  of  a  railroad  camp,  and  perhaps  the  most  unique  of  all 
was  a  class  held  in  a  discarded  street  car.    This  car  was  washed  and 
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cleaned  every  mwning  by  an  employee  of  the  company  and  run  ou  a 
siding  near  the  railroad  camp. 

Whenever  the  classes  met  there  was  an  effort  to  have  all  the  meetmgs 
as  informal  and  as  social  as  possible.  No  set  program  was  ever 
arranged.  For  the  foreign  women,  much  of  whose  life  is  engaged  m 
the  drud£^er^^  of  domestic  labor  and  the  care  of  many  children,  nn  aca- 
demic school  has  no  appeal.  When  the  school  is  a  social  event,  accom^ 
panied  occasionally  by  light  refreshments,  and  when  tlie  young  teachers 
who  preside  over  it  act  mote  in  the  capacity  of  genial  hostesses  than 
st(  i  n  pedagogues,  the  school  begins  to  take  on  the  nature  of  a  neighbor- 
hood recreation. 

•  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  program  seemed  rasual  i^nough  to  the 
students,  it  was  not  without  definite  plan  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 
A  series  of  English  lessons  was  prepared  which  was  well  adapted  to  the 
everyday  lives  of  the  women.  The  names  of  the  common  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  lessons  on  l^uying  at  the  store,  with  the  names  of  weights 

and  money  made  a  good  beginning. 

During  the  sewing  lessons  ample  opportunity  was  given  for  teaching 
the  English  words  for  the  materials  used,  and  simple  facts  about 
hygiene  and  care  of  the  home  were  taught  through  English  lessons  like 
the  following: 

baby  tub  mother  stove 

batiie  water  warm  «mp 

I  have  a  tub. 

I  heat  some  water  on  the  stove. 
I  put  warm  water  in  the  tub. 
I  put  my  baby  in  the  tub. 
I  wash  my  baby  with  soap. 

I  rub  my  baby  dry  with  a  towel. 
This  keeps  my  baby  well. 

In  order  to  unify  all  the  groups,  the  teachers  met  for  a  conference 
once  a  week.   Bach  girl  came  feeling  that  her  class  was  the  most  im- 
portant and  her  discoveries  the  most  significant  of  the  summer. 
Theories  of  approach,  education  and  method  were  threshed  out  with 
much  feeling.    Many  of  them  came  to  show  supervisors,  trained  in  the 
work,  that  things  which  could  not  be  done  had  been  done  well. 
It  might  be  interesting  to  consider  mme  of  the  places  in  detail 
In  a  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  camp,  where  the  families  of  the  Mexi- 
can laborers  live,  there  seemed  at  first  little  enthusiasm  for  English  and 
sewing  dasses,  and  so,  instead  of  arranging  for  a  regular  meeting  place, 
the  teachers  made  calls  each  afternoon  on  many  of  the  women,  helping 
them  with  whatever  sewing  problems  they  might  have  and  answermg 
aay  qu€sti<»is  on  any  subject  which  the  women  chose  to  ask  them. 
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visitors  to  tlu*  or<)ranization  of  tho  classes  and,  tlirougli  its  loc^d  secre- 
tary, assisted  in  the  supervision  of  the  work. 

Only  through  the  splendid  cooperation  of  all  the  existing  agencies 
could  the  summer  work  have  succeeded.  No  local  organization  was 
called  upon  for  help  that  did  not  promptly  respond  with  its  aid. 

The  Board  of  Health  helped  by  criticising  some  lessons  which  were 
written  on  care  of  ^e  baby  and  general  sanitation.  The  nurses  imd 
honsiutr  inspectors  assisted  in  advertisin*r  classes.  The  City  Library 
supplied  books  and  t'nrnilurc  tor  a  house  in  a  locality  where  no  public 
building  was  available. 

The  City  Board  of  Education  lent  its  interest  and  cooperation  and 
supplied  some  materials,  and  the  superintendents  visited  the  schools 
and  reported  enthusiastically  upon  them. 


The  Logan  Avenue  School — very  high  type  of  women  join  this  class. 


As  the  work  was  distinctly  pioneering  in  a  more  or  less  new  field,  it 
was  necessary  to  use  all  possible  assistance  to  bring  the  classes  together. 
In  each  district  a  woman  was  chosen  who  knew  the  foreigners  in  that 
locality.  She  chose  a  leader  among  them  and,  with  the  foreign  leader 
and  the  girls  who  were  going  to  teach  the  class,  called  on  a  number 
of  the  women,  asking  them  what  they  would  like  to  do,  inviting  them 
for  sewing  or  cooking  or  gymnasium  or  whatever  seemed  to  interest 
them.  For  a  week  before  the  classes  began  tlio  *>irls  visited  in  the 
neighborhood  making  friends  with  their  future  pupils. 

The  classes  met  in  many  places.  Some  were  held  in  the  public 
schools;  others  in  private  houses;  one  met  in  a  settlement;  another  in 
the  open  patio  of  a  railroad  camp,  and  perhaps  the  most  unique  of  all 
was  a  class  held  in  a  discarded  street  car.    This  car  was  washed  and 


cleaned  every  morning  by  an  employee  of  the  company  and  run  on  a 
siding  near  the  railroad  camp. 

Whenever  the  classes  met  there  was  an  effort  to  have  all  the  meetmgs 
as  informal  and  as  social  as  possible.  No  set  program  was  ever 
arranged.  For  the  foreign  women,  much  of  whose  life  is  engaged  m 
the  driidserv  of  domestic  labor  and  thr  care  of  many  children,  an  aca- 
demic  school  has  no  appeal.  When  the  school  is  a  social  event,  accom- 
panied occasionally  by  light  refreshments,  and  when  the  young  teachers 
who  preside  ovei  it  act  more  in  the  capacity  of  genial  hostesses  than 
stern  pedagogues,  the  sc  hool  begins  to  take  on  the  nature  of  a  neighbor- 
hood  recreation. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  program  seemed  casual  enough  to  the 
stndcnts.  it  was  not  without  definite  plan  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 
A  series  of  English  lessons  was  prtinircd  which  was  well  adapted  to  the 
everyday  lives  of  the  women.  The  names  of  the  common  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  lessons  on  buying  at  the  store,  with  the  names  of  weights 
and  money  made  a  good  beginning. 

During  the  sewing  lessons  ample  ()pi)(>rtnnity  was  </\yon  for  teaching 
the  English  words  for  the  materials  used,  and  simple  facts  about 
hygiene  and  care  of  the  home  were  taught  through  English  lessons  like 
the  following: 

baby  tub  motJier  stove 

bathe  water  warm  soap 

I  have  a  tub. 

I  heat  some  water  ou  the  stove. 
I  put  warm  water  in  the  tub. 
I  put  my  baby  in  the  tub. 

I  wash  my  baby  with  soap. 

T  rub  my  baby  dry  with  a  towel. 

This  keeps  my  baby  well. 

In  order  to  unify  all  the  groups,  the  teachers  met  for  a  conference 
once  a  w(  ek.  Ei\o\\  tiirl  came  feeling  that  her  class  was  the  most  im- 
portant and  her  discoveries  the  most  signiticant  of  the  summer. 
Theories  of  approach,  education  and  method  wi^re  threshed  out  with 
much  feeling.  Many  of  them  came  to  show  supervisors,  trained  in  the 
work,  that  things  which  could  not  be  done  had  been  done  welL 

It  might  l)e  interesting  to  consider  some  of  the  places  in  detail. 

In  a  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  camp,  whore  the  families  of  the  :\rexi- 
can  laborers  live,  there  seemed  at  first  little  enthusiasm  for  English  and 
sewing  classes,  and  so,  instead  of  arrangmg  for  a  regular  meeting  place, 
the  teachers  made  calls  each  afternoon  on  many  of  the  women,  helping 
them  with  whatever  sewing  problems  they  might  have  and  answering 
any  questions  on  any  subject  which  the  women  chose  to  ask  them. 
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From  this,  grew  a  small  sewing  class  wiiicii  met  from  house  to  house, 
and  various  garments  were  soon  in  the  process  of  construction.  A 
few  clean  new  aprons,  worn  to  show  the  result  of  the  effort  of  the 

il.'iv  lu'forc.  inspired  .'Vt-ry  ouv  to  .-lean  dresses,  md  from  this  to  clean 
childi-en's  dresses  and  clean  houAies  was  but  a  short  step. 

Gradually  the  simple  words  required  for  the  asking  for  sewing  mate- 
rials and  the  names  of  the  implements  used  in  sewing  were  picked  up  in 
Eriirlisli.  ;nid  hel'ort'  live  wt^eks  had  passed  an  or;?anized  elass  of  fifteen 
women  was  eagerly  waiting  iov  the  English  hom%  when  a  dehnite  lesson 
was  giv^. 

In  order  to  have  a  good  meeting  place  for  the  class  one  woman 

cleaned  up  her  hou.se  and  rearrau-vd  the  furniture  to  make  more  room. 


School  Id  a  Mexican  railroad  camp. 


The  teacher  was  tremendously  encouraged  when  another  mother 
brought  in  her  baby  whom  she  had  taught  to  say  ''I  sweep,  I  scrub,  1 

iMO]).  '  vienrously  tit  stieulating  with  the  broom  and  the  mop  as  she  went. 

For  this  group  the  railroad  ee.inpany  is  i>lannin,ir  to  build  a  good 
house  where  they  can  hold  all  sorts  of  meetings  for  music  oi-  parties, 
with  one  room  ecjuipped  for  an  English  class.  The  superintendent  of 
the  eoiupany  said  that  thi^v  eould  not  afford  to  refuse  any  equipment 
that  would  make  these  classes  possible  as  it  all  returned  twofold  to  the 
company. 

There  was  another  group  of  Mexican  women  who  lived  together  in  a 
small  colony  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.   These  women  were  also  inert 

about  classes,  until  the  teaehcr  offered  to  show  r.hem  how  to  make  baby 
clothes  in  the  American  way.    Now  one  woman  who  keeps  the  local 
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Mexican  mothers  learning  EngUsh  and  sewing  ui  Kast  Seventh  Street  School 


From  this,  grew  a  sinall  sewing  class  which  met  from  house  to  house, 
md  vMitim  g&mmU  wem  soim  m  the  process  of  construction.  A 
few  clean  new  aprons,  worn  to  show  the  result  of  the  effort  of  the 

day  before,  inspired  every  one  to  clean  dresses,  and  from  this  to  clean 
ehildren's  dresses  and  clean  houses  was  but  a  short  step. 

Gradually  Hie  skmph  words  required  for  the  asking  for  sewing  mate- 
rials and  the  names  of  the  implements  used  in  sewing  were  picked  up  in 
English,  and  before  the  Avceks  liad  passed  an  orjranized  class  of  fifte<Mi 
women  was  eagerly  waiting  for  the  English  hour,  when  a  definite  lesson 
was  ^Te6r 

In  order  to  have  a  good  meeting  place  for  the  class  one  woman 
cleaned  up  her  houise  and  rearranged  the  furniture  to  make  more  room. 


School  In  a  Mexican  railroad  camp. 


The  teacher  was  tremendously  encouraged  when  another  mothei- 
brought  in  her  baby  whom  she  had  taught  to  say      sweep,  I  scrub,  I 

iMop, " '  vigorously  gesticMilating  ^\  ith  the  broom  and  the  mop  as  she  went. 

Wot  this  group  the  railroad  company  is  planning  to  build  a  good 
house  whCTe  th^  em  hokA  all  sorts  of  meetings  for  music  or  parties, 
with  one  room  equipped  for  an  English  class.  The  superintendent  of 
the  eompany  said  that  they  ccmld  not  aflFord  to  refuse  any  equipment 
that  would  make  these  classes  possible  hs  it  all  returned  twofold  to  the 
company. 

There  was  another  group  of  Mexican  women  who  lived  together  in  a 

small  colony  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  These  women  were  also  inert 
about  classes,  until  the  teacher  olfered  to  show  them  how  to  make  baby 
clothes  in  the  Ajxi^ean  way.   Now  one  woman  wha  keeps  the  local 
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BCexlcan  mothers  learning  English  and  sewing  at  East  Seventh  Street  School 


Mexican  children  at  East  Seventh  Street  School  playing  while  thdr  mothers 

study  BngliBb. 
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store  has  oflfered  her  house  as  a  permanent  meeting  place  and  agreed  to 
provide  blackboards  and  chairs  if  they  may  continue  their  sessions  »U 

In  both  of  these  centers,  the  normal  school  is  going  to  allow  the  sum- 
mer teachers  to  carry  on  the  woric  during  the  winter  as  cadet  teaching. 

Althou^'h  the  reason  for  the  work  this  summer  was  spreading  the  use 
of  the  English  language,  no  uuMition  was  made  of  English  m  some 
places  for  many  weeks.  Soon  the  demand,  however,  became  expressed, 
and  when  the  work  broke  up  for  the  summer  there  were  women  so  anx- 
ious to  continue  instruction  that  they  offered  to  pay  a  teacher  f<»  regu- 
lar lessons.  Sometimes  sewing  was  the  attraction  and  sometimes 
ing,  and  among  the  Russian  Jewish  women,  always  English. 

One  Italian  group  was  gathered  by  two  young  Italian  girls,  one  of 
wliom  repics(  nted  the  Sicilians,  and  the  other,  the  mainland  Italians. 
The  supervisors  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  these  women  would  like  to 
do  untU  some  one  mentioned  the  Red  Cross,  immediately  the  women 
were  eager  to  sew  on  Red  Cross  garments.  They,  said  they  wanted  to  do 
sometliing  for  the  United  States  and  Italy,  and  this  was  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity. All  through  the  snmmer  the  Italians  have  met  regularly  and 
turned  out  such  perfect  work  that  no  corrections  or  changes  have 
needed  to  be  made  at  the  Red  Cross  headquarters. 

There  is  a  group  of  Armenian  women  which  has  been  learning  to  pre- 
serve and  can  all  the  fruits  and  vegelahles  as  they  came  on  in  their  sea- 
son, and  they  have  a  fine  exhibit  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  as  a  splen- 
did example  of  food  conservation.  The  cooking  hour  is  always  followed 
by  an  hour  of  English,  which  is  well  adapted  to  the  lesson  of  the  eve- 
ning. One  of  tlie  things  these  women  wanted  to  learn  most  was  making 
ice  cream.  So  the  teachers  decided  to  have  a  party.  The  cooking  les- 
ion preceded.  The  women  brought  their  own  f  reezejc  and  materials,  and 
w  hen  the  ice  cream  was  made  were  so  eager  to  it  that  th^  could 
scarcely  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  guests  to  opelf  the  can. 

Parties  were  an  important  part  of  the  summer's  program,  and  one  of 
the  best  was  given  by  the  Public  Library  which  had  its  branch  near  a 
school  in  which  a  group  of  Mexican  women  met.  The  librarian  in 
charge  of  the  children's  department  Avas  the  hostess  and  she  had  pre- 
pared a  charming  story  about  a  garden,  in  which  she  used  all  the  words 
the  women  had  used  in  their  English  class.  As  she  said  "bright  red 
apple, ' '  their  faces  shone  with  pride  and  they  laughed  gaily  at  the  end, 
so  happy  that  they  could  appreciate  a  joke  in  an  English  story. 

Nothing  has  given  the  organizers  of  the  summer  program  more  pleas- 
ure than  a  cooking  class  which  was  organized  among  the  Molokan  Rus- 
sian women.  The  Molokans,  with  their  strong  feeliag  for  natioaiaity, 
their  elannishness  and  reserve,  acquired  as  a  result  of  their  long  years 
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stoic  has  offered  her  house  as  a  permanent  meeting  place  and  agreed  to 
provide  blackboards  and  chairs  if  they  may  contmne  their  sessions  &U 

In  both  of  these  centers,  the  normal  school  is  going  to  allow  the  sum- 
mer teachers  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the  winter  as  cadet  teaching. 

Althoii-li  thr  ivHson  for  the  work  this  summer  was  spreading  the  use 
of  the  Eui-lish  language,  no  nii^ntion  was  made  of  English  in  some 
places  for  many  weeks.  iSoon  the  demand,  however,  became  expressed, 
and  when  the  work  broke  np  for  the  summer  there  were  women  so  anx- 
iou.s  to  continue  instruction  that  they  offered  to  pay  a  teacher  for  regu- 
lar lessons.  Sonietimes  sewing  was  the  attraction  and  sometimes  (1QQ|c- 
ing,  and  among  the  Russian  Jewish  women,  always  English. 

One  Italian  group  was  gathered  by  two  young  ItaUan  girls,  one  of 
whom  vopivseiitecl  the  Sicilians,  and  the  other,  the  mainland  Italians. 
Tlie  supervisors  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  these  women  would  like  to 
do  until  some  one  mentioned  the  Ked  Cross.  Immediately  the  women 
were  eager  to  sew  on  Red  Cross  garments.  They  said  they  wanted  to  do 
something  for  the  United  States  and  Italy,  and  this  was  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity. All  through  the  summer  the  Italians  have  met  regularly  and 
turned  out  such  perfect  work  that  no  corrections  or  changes  have 
needed  to  be  made  at  the  Red  Cross  headquarters. 

Thei  e  is  a  group  of  Armenian  women  which  has  been  learning  to  pre- 
serve and  can  all  the  fruits  and  vegetaliles  as  they  came  on  in  their  sea- 
son, and  they  have  a  tine  exliil)it  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  as  a  splen- 
did example  of  food  conservation.  The  cooking  hour  is  always  foUowed 
by  an  liour  of  P^nglish,  which  is  well  adapted  to  the  lesson  of  the  eve- 
ning. One  of  the  things  these  women  wanted  to  learn  most  was  making 
ice  eream.  So  the  teachers  decided  to  have  a  party.  The  cooking  les- 
son preceded.  The  women  brought  their  own  f  reez^  and  materials,  and 
when  the  ice  eream  was  made  were  so  eager  to  t|(^  it  that  they  could 
scarcely  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  guests  to  opeif  the  can. 

Parties  were  an  important  part  of  the  summer's  program,  and  one  of 
the  best  was  given  by  the  Public  Library  which  had  its  branch  near  a 
s.  liool  in  whieh  a  group  of  Mexican  women  met.  The  librarian  in 
eharge  of  the  children \s  department  was  the  hostess  and  she  had  pre- 
pared a  charming  story  about  a  garden,  in  which  she  used  all  the  words 
the  women  had  used  in  their  English  class.  As  she  said  "bright  red 
apple,"  th(  ir  faces  shone  with  pride  and  they  laughed  gaily  at  the  end, 
so  happy  tliat  they  coukl  ai)preciate  a  .ioke  in  an  English  story. 

Nothing  has  given  the  organizers  of  the  sunnner  progi-am  more  i)leas- 
ure  tlian  a  cooking  class  which  was  organized  among  the  ]\Iolokan  Kus- 
sian  wom.  n.  The  ^Molokans,  with  their  strong  feeling  for  nationali^, 
their  elanni.shness  and  reserve,  aequired  as  a  result  of  their  long  years 
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of  persecution,  are  perhaps  the  most  difficult  of  aU  foreigners  in  Los 
Angeles  for  Americans  to  become  friends  with,  and  while  it  was  hoped 
fhat  some  connection  might  be  made  with  them  over  the  summer,  there 
was  a  great  question  as  to  how  to  begin. 

The  women  solved  the  question  themselves  by  aslrinig  that  they  mi^it 
have  a  class  in  which  they  could  learn  to  make  an  American  pie. 
Doubtless  this  is  a  strange  angle  at  which  to  begin  an  Americanization 
program,  bat  the  pie  was  Uie  opening  wedge,  and  the  fathers  and 
mothers  and  children  who  came  to  the  school  were  drawn  into  an  Eng- 
lish class  before  and  after  the  cooking  lesson. 

In  order  to  show  their  appreciation  for  the  friendships  which  had 
grown  up  over  the  summer,  the  women  invited  their  teachers  and  sup- 
ervisors to  a  party  on  the  last  night,  at  which  they  prepared  some  of 
their  choicest  Russian  dishes,  along  with  some  of  the  American  cookery 
wkaxk  they  had  learned  in  the  school. 

'  As  the  hosts  and  guests  stood  about  the  table  with  its  shining 
samovar,  its  huge  loaf  of  Russian  bread  and  tall  glasses  of  hot  tea  with 
rich  jam  to  flavor  them,  the  leader  of  the  Molokans  pronounced  the 
grace  which  was  common  among  his  people,  and  every  one  joined  in 
singing  a  blessing  on  the  bread.  The  American  guests  had  a  hard  task 
to  believe  that  their  homes  were  just  across  the  city  as  they  feasted  on 
dishes  with  queer  names  and  looked  at  the  long  beards  and  quaint 
dresses  of  their  hosts  and  hostesses. 

In  all  the  classes  great  interest  and  enthusiasm  was  shown  when  les- 
sons were  presented  on  the  care  of  the  baby  and  care  of  the  home.  Var- 
ious nurses,  throughout  the  city,  enthusiastically  gave  their  time  m 
demonstrations  on  these  subjects.  In  one  case,  with  the  aid  of  the 
mother,  a  baby  was  bathed  according  to  the  most  approved  fashion,  for 
the  rest  of  the  women  to  observe. 

In  other  classes  a  nurse  from  a  local  dairy  gave  demonstrations  in 
modification  and  care  of  milk.  Splendid  demonstrations  were  made  on 
the  text,  "Swat  the  fly !"  and  in  every  chiss  the  word  for  screen  is  well 
baown  in  English. 

The  class  which  meets  in  the  street  car  is  one  of  the  best  bits  of 
pioneering  of  the  summer  and  productive  of  the  most  concrete  results. 
In  the  railroad  camp  there  are  about  forty  families.  Upon  them  has 
been  heaped  all  the  disUke  of  a  prejudiced  American  eonmiunity,  and 
the  railroad  company  has  been  at  great  difficulty  to  keep  the  camp  in 
such  clean  and  tidy  conditions  that  its  presence  in  the  community  will 

After  a  few  weekff  of  meeting  with  the  women,  visiting  their  houses, 
where  the  teachers  were  invited,  the  work  of  famishing  a  model  house 
was  begun.   The  furniture  was  made  by  the  older  boys  in  the  eamp, 


—  18 


1 
I 


I 


—  12  — 


of  peiaeeiitioii,  are  perhaps  the  most  difficult  of  all  foreignei-s  m  Los 
Angeles  for  Americaiw  to  beeome  friends  with,  and  whUe  it  was  hoped 
that  some  connection  might  be  made  with  them  over  the  sumnief,  tee 
was  a  great  question  as  to  how  to  begin. 

The  women  sdved  the  question  themselves  by  asking  that  they  might 
have  a  class  in  which  they  conld  learn  to  make  an  American  pie. 
Doubtless  this  is  a  strange  angle  at  which  to  begin  an  Americanization 
program,  but  the  pie  was  the  opening  wedge,  and  the  fathers  and 
mothers  and  children  who  came  to  the  school  were  drawn  into  an  Eng- 
lish class  before  and  after  the  cooking  lesson. 

In  order  to  show  their  appreciation  for  the  friendships  which  had 
grown  up  over  the  summer,  the  women  invited  their  teachers  and  sup- 
ervisors to  a  party  on  the  last  night,  at  which  Ihey  prepared  some  of 
their  choicest  Russian  dishes,  along  with  some  of  the  American  cookery 
which  they  had  learned  in  the  school. 

As  the  hosts  and  guests  stood  about  the  table  with  its  shining 
samovar,  its  huge  loaf  of  Russian  bread  and  tall  glasses  of  hot  tea  with 
rich  jam  to  flavor  them,  the  leader  of  the  Molokans  pronounced  the 
grace  which  was  common  among  his  people,  and  evCTy  one  joined  in 
singing  a  blessing  on  the  bread.  The  American  guests  had  a  hard  task 
to  believe  that  their  homes  were  just  across  the  city  as  they  feasted  on 
dishes  with  queer  names  and  looked  at  the  long  beards  and  quaint 
dresses  of  their  hosts  and  hostesses. 

In  all  the  classes  great  interest  and  enthusiasm  was  shown  when  les- 
sons were  presented  on  the  care  of  the  baby  and  care  of  the  home.  Var- 
ious nurses,  throughout  the  city,  enthusiastically  gave  their  time  m 
demonstrations  on  these  subjects.  In  one  case,  with  the  aid  of  the 
mother,  a  baby  was  bathed  according  to  the  most  approved  fashion,  for 
the  rest  of  the  women  to  observe. 

In  other  classes  a  nurse  from  a  local  dairy  gave  demonstrations  in 
modification  and  care  of  milk.  Splendid  demonstrations  were  made  on 
the  text,  ' '  Swat  the  fly ! "  and  in  every  class  the  word  for  screen  is  well 
known  in  English. 

The  class  which  meets  in  the  street  car  is  one  of  the  best  l)its  of 
pioneering  of  the  summer  and  productive  of  the  most  concrete  results. 
In  the  railroad  camp  there  are  about  forty  families.  Upon  them  has 
been  heaped  all  the  dislike  of  a  prejudiced  American  community,  and 
the  railroad  c<Hnpany  has  been  at  great  difficulty  to  keep  the  camp  in 
such  dean  and  tidy  conditions  that  its  presence  in  the  community  wiU 
be  tolerated. 

After  a  few  weeks  of  meeting  with  the  women,  visiting  their  houses, 
where  the  teachers  were  invited,  the  work  of  furnishing  a  model  house 
was  hegnn.  file  fnmitare  was  made  by  the  older  boya  m  the  camp, 
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under  the  instruction  of  a  Sloyd  teacher.  Material  for  the  work  anus 
donated  by  the  company.  Amoug  other  things  ten  fly  traps  were  buUt. 
The  curtains  were  made  by  the  women,  and  the  children  contributed 
pictures,  which  were  cut  out  and  pinned  on  the  wall. 

After  the  regular  EngUsh  hour  in  the  street  car,  the  women  went  m 
Muall  groups  to  the  model  house,  which  was  not  sufficiently  large  to 
liold  them  all  at  once,  and  had  a  sewing  lesson. 

Before  the  summer  was  over  the  railroad  company  applied  to  the 
State  Immigration  Commission  for  similar  instruction  in  every  camp 
along  their  line,  offering  to  furnish  a  car  as  a  model  house  and  trans- 


Armenian  women  learning  EiogliBb. 


portation  to  the  teachers.  The  superintendent  franlily  said  that  this 
offer  was  being  made  by  the  company,  not  for  love  of  its  Mexican 
laborei-s,  but  l)ecause  the  simimer  work  had  proved  that  it  was  econom- 
icaUy  valuable  to  them.  The  labor  supply  had  been  more  steady.  The 
camp  had  been  kept  in  beautiful  condition,  and  the  satisfaction  oi  the 
workmen  was  showing  itself  in  the  better  care  of  the  track. 

For  a  . ^operative  ett'ort  in  Americanization  there  can  be  no  better 
example  than  the  elasses  that  liav."  been  <M)U(luctKl  at  the  Labor  Temple, 
among  the  girls  of  the  Garment  Workers'  Union.  The  various  local 
unions,  with  headquarters  in  the  temple,  contributed  to  the  rent  of  the 
building  and  the  pureha.se  of  necessary  supplies  for  cooking  and  other 
classes. 
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under  the  instruction  of  a  Sloyd  teacher.  iNlaterial  tor  the  work  ^^  as 
donated  by  the  company.  Among  other  things  ten  tly  traps  were  built 
The  curtains  were  made  by  the  women,  and  the  chUdren  contributed 
pictures,  which  were  cut  out  and  pinned  on  the  wall. 

After  the  regular  EngUsh  hour  in  the  street  car,  the  women  went  in 
small  groups  to  the  model  house,  which  was  not  sufficiently  large  to 
hold  them  all  at  once,  and  had  a  sewing  lesson. 

Before  the  siinnner  was  over  the  railroad  company  applied  to  the 
State  Immigration  Commission  for  similar  instruction  in  every  camp 
along  their  line,  offering  to  furnish  a  car  as  a  model  house  and  trans- 


ARB«Dlaa  w«nn€ni  teaming  SngUflta. 

portation  to  the  teaehera.  The  superintendent  frankly  said  that  this 
offer  Ava.s  being  made  by  the  company,  not  for  love  of  its  Mexican 
laborei-s.  but  because  the  summer  work  had  proved  that  it  was  econom- 
icaUy  valuable  to  them.  The  labor  supply  had  been  more  steady.  The 
camp  had  been  kept  in  beautiful  condition,  and  the  satisfaction  of.  the 
workmen  was  showing  itself  in  the  better  care  of  the  track. 

For  a  cooperative  effort  in  Americanization  there  can  be  no  better 
example  than  the  classes  that  have  l)een  conducted  at  the  Labor  Temple, 
iimong  the  girls  of  the  Garment  Workers'  Union.  The  various  local 
unions,  with  headquarters  in  the  temple,  contributed  to  the  rent  of  the 
building  and  the  purchase  of  necessary  supplies  for  cooking  and  other 
classes. 
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Here,  ou  three  evenings  a  week,  about  seveuty-tive  girls  assembled. 
l\'irt  of  t  hem,  \vho  were  interested  in  cooking  lessens,  prepared  a  simple 
cafeteria  supper  for  the  rest.  :\Iean\vhih;  the  others  had  classes  in 
millinery,  simple  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Beginners'  and  Advanced 
English,  and  the  entire  assembly  comes  together  after  supper  for  a 
imisie  lesson.  A  petition  to  the  school  superintendent  to  have  these 
classes  made  a  part  of  the  school  sy.stem  and  taught  by  teachers  working 
under  the  school  board,  was  signed  by  300  girls.   This  reguest  is  to  be 


Garment  "Workers  Union  studying  millinery. 


granted  and  a  regular  evening  school  will  be  held  there  next  year,  with 
the  union  supplying  the  building  and  equipment,  and  the  public  school 

supplying:  the  teacher. 

The  Japanese  were  among  the  first  to  accept  an  opportunity^  for 
learning  anything  that  had  to  do  with  life  in  the  United  States.  Their 
demands  often  far  outstripped  the  knowledge  of  their  teachers.  They 
elamored  for  classes  in  first  aid,  embroidery,  tatting,  crocheting  and 
knitting,  and  in  spite  of  these  many  requests,  their  interest  in  English 
was  paramount. 

There  was  one  claas,  which  met  in  the  home  of  a  Japanese  gardener 
and  his  wife,  where  the  men  of  the  class  sat  around  the  dining  room  table 

and  the  women  the  living  room  table.  Here,  as  soon  as  the  men  had 
learned  to  read  a  few  words  in  English,  they  demanded  the  words  of 
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Here,  on  three  evenings  a  week,  about  seventy-live  girls  assembled, 
i'art  of  them,  who  were  interested  in  cooking  lessons,  prepared  a  sim^ 
caf(^tem  supper  for  tho  rest.  Meaiuvliihi  tlie  others  had  classes  in 
millinery,  mmpU  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Begiiinei-s'  and  Advanced 
English,  and  the  entire  assembly  comes  together  after  supper  for  a 
imisir  Iftsson.  A  petition  to  the  school  superintendent  to  have  these 
classes  made  a  part  of  t  he  school  system  and  taught  by  teachers  working 
under  the  school  board,  was  signed  by  300  girls.   This  reguest  is  to  be 


Oarment  Workers  Union  studying  millinery. 


granted  and  a  re^nilar  evening  school  will  he  held  there  next  year,  with 
the  union  supplying  the  building  and  equipment,  and  the  public  scliool 

supplying  the  teacher. 

The  Japanese  were  among  the  first  to  accept  an  opportunity  for 
learning  anything  that  had  to  do  with  life  in  the  United  States.  Their 
demands  often  far  outstripped  the  knowledge  of  their  teachers.  They 
clamored  for  classes  in  first  aid,  embroidery,  tatting,  crocheting  and 
knitting,  and  in  spite  of  these  many  requests,  their  interest  in  English 
was  paramount. 

There  was  one  daffi,  which  met  in  the  home  of  a  Japanese  gardener 
and  his  wife,  where  the  men  of  the  class  sat  around  the  dining  room  table 
and  the  women  the  living  room  table.  Here,  as  soon  as  the  men  had 
learned  to  read  a  few  words  in  English,  they  demanded  the  words  of 
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"America,"  and  were  soon  putting  the  words  to  a  rather  perverted  form 
of  the  tune  of  our  national  anthem.  They  then  demanded  that  the 
women  join  and  sing  with  tliciu.  and  so  they  all  filed  out  into  the  next 
room,  where  the  women  were  cutting  out  patterns  for  a  baby 's  layette, 


Cafeteria  supper  at  Labor  Temple  prepared  by  members  of  cooMng  daas. 


and  we  stood  for  one  verse  of  "America,"  and  one  verse  of  the  Japanese 
national  anthem. 

No  nationality  was  overlooked,  and  special  pride  has  been  taken  in  a 
class  of  German  women  that  remained  in  the  school  house  late  in  the 

afternoon  until  they  must  hurry  to  their  janitor  work  in  the  large  office 
buildings.  Nor  was  it  always  necessary  to  group  the  nations  separately. 


~  19  — 

la  some  eases  Japanese,  Mexicans,  Austrians,  ArmeniaBS  and  Italians 
were  grouped  about  the  table  quite  as  happily  as  if  they  had  all  been 

bam  under  one  flag. 
When  the  summer  had  ended  everyone  realized  that  the  work  had 

just  begun.   Desires  had  been  created  which  eould  not  be  Irft  unfilled. 

The  problem  of  tying  up  each  group  to  some  permanent  institution 

which  would  continue  the  educational  program  had  to  be  solved  before 

the  end  of  the  chapter  could  be  written. 

For  every  center  there  is  some  plan  for  making  the  work  perman^t. 
In  some  eases  it  will  be  through  th*^  i)ul)li<'  schools,  in  others,  through 
cadet  work  from  the  normal  school,  and  in  still  others  where  pioneering 
is  yet  to  be  done,  the  International  Institute  will  hold  the  classes  until 
they  are  strong  «iough  to  be  taken  over  by  a  public  agency. 

The  summer  has  proven  what  can  be  done  by  united  effort  of  all  our 
social  forces;  but  most  important  of  all,  it  has  proven  that  the  young 
enthusiastic  teacher,  ready  to  adapt  herself  to  any  cireumstance,  re- 
sourceful, energetic  and  infinitely  sympathetic,  is  the  imost  effective 
agent  for  teaching  English  to  foreigners. 

Similar  experiments  might  be  made  in  other  places  where  there  is 
need  to  supplement  the  regular  classes.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
no  attempt  be  made  without  careful  planning  that  includes : 

(1)  Supervision  by  women  trained  in  organization  and  in  teaching 
English. 

(2)  Teachers,  with  special  preparation  and  a  social  point  of  view. 

(3)  Cooperation  of  social  agencies. 


Nate:  Any  cammumty  wishing  to  stm-t special  classes  for  foreign 
women,  is  invited  to  correspond  with  the  8t^e  Commission  of  Immi- 
gration and  Housing  at 

S25  Market  street,  Sa/n  Franicisco. 

226  tinion  League  BwUding,  Los  Angeles,  CdUfomia. 

The  fMawing  reports  show  the  methods  of  two  home  teaehors: 
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Amesriea,"  and  were  ao<ia  putting  the  words  to  a  rather  perverted  foi  iu 
of  the  time  of  our  national  anthem.  They  then  demanded  that  the 
women  and  sing  witli  tliein.  and  so  they  all  filed  out  into  the  next 
room,  where  the  women  were  cutting  out  patterns  for  a  baby's  layette, 


Cafeteria  supper  at  Labor  Temple  prepared  by  members  ot  eoOOng  class. 


and  we  stood  for  one  verse  of  "America,"  and  one  verse  of  the  Japanese 
national  anthem. 

No  nationality  was  overlooked,  and  special  pride  lias  been  taken  in  a 
class  of  German  women  that  remained  in  the  school  house  late  in  the 
afternoon  until  they  must  hurry  to  their  janitor  work  in  the  large  office 
buildings.  Nor  was  it  always  necessary  to  group  the  nations  separately. 
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III  soiiio  eases  Japanese,  Mexicans,  Austrians,  Armeniaas  and  ItaUans 

were  grouped  about  the  table  quite  as  happily  as  if  they  had  all  been 

bom  nnder  one  flag. 

When  the  summer  had  ended  everyone  realized  that  the  work  had 
just  begun.   Desires  had  been  created  which  could  not  be  left  unfilled. 

The  problem  of  tying  up  each  group  to  some  permanent  institution 
which  would  continue  the  educational  program  had  to  be  solved  before 
the  end  of  the  chapter  could  be  written. 

For  every  center  there  is  some  plan  for  making  the  work  permanent. 
In  some  cases  it  will  Ix*  through  th*^  public  schools,  in  others,  through 
cadet  work  from  the  normal  school,  and  in  still  others  where  pioneering 
is  yet  to  be  done,  the  International  Institute  will  hold  the  classes  until 
they  are  strong  enough  to  be  taken  over  by  a  public  agency. 

The  summer  has  j^roven  what  can  be  done  by  united  effort  of  all  our 
social  forces:  l)ut  most  important  of  all,  it  has  proven  that  the  young 
enthi^astic  teacher,  ready  to  adapt  herself  to  any  circumstance,  re- 
sourceful, energetic  and  infinitely  sympathetic,  is  the  most  effective 
agent  for  teaching  English  to  foreigners. 

Similar  experiments  might  be  made  in  other  places  where  there  is 
need  to  supplement  the  regular  classes.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
no  attempt  be  made  without  careful  planning  that  includes: 

(1)  Supervision  by  women  trained  in  organization  and  in  teaxshing 
English. 

(2)  Teachers,  with  special  preparation  and  a  social  point  of  view. 

(3)  Cooperation  of  isocial  agencies. 


Note:  Any  community  wishing  io  start  special  classes  for  foreign 
women,  is  invited  to  correspond  with  the  State  ComnUssion  of  Immi- 
gration and  Housing  at 

525  Market  street,  San  Fra/ncisco. 

226  Union  League  Building,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

The  following  reports  show  the  methods  of  two  home  teachers: 
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The  elanes  o£  the  gammer  exftmmmt  were  superviied  by 

Miss  Ruby  Banghman, 
Supervisor  of  Immigrant  Education, 
Los  Angeles  Cily  Schools, 
Professor  in  Los  Angeles  State  Normal  Sdiool. 

Miss  Sue  Barnwell,  ^  a 

Secretary  International  Institute  of  Y.       C.  A. 
Miss  Ethel  Richardson, 

Director  of  Bureau  of  Education, 

State  Commission  of  Immigration  and  Housing. 
Miss  Gladys  Becket, 

Department  of  Home  Economics, 
Los  Angeles  State  Normal  School. 
.  Miss  Ruth  Hoffman, 
Cadet  Supervisor, 
Los  Angeles  State  Normal  School. 

The  following  Normal  School  students  volunteered  as  teachers: 


Mrs.  Belle  H.  Allan 

Irene  Martin 

Mrs.  Sadie  C.  Atherton 

Mrs.  Mildred  Maus 

Xollie  E.  Bailey 

Vivian  McClelland 

Edna  Barker 

.lulia  L.  McLean 

Nellie  Chellis 

Madge  Mow 

Elsie  Clark 

Kathleen  McMahon 

Kate  Clark 

Irene  Morrison 

Mrs.  Bath  C.  Fish 

Dora  Newton 

Marie  Fritsdi 

Lilian  6.  Nicholson 

Mn.  Amy  Gaxdn«r 

Viola  B.  Nichols 

Bdith  A.  Green 

Gladys  Pedlow 

SoraOL  HmzfiBgton 

Mrs.  Florine  Posey 

Ethel  A.  Johiumi 

Lucy  Sherinyan 

Isabel  King 

Mildred  Shields 

Stella  L.  Tjee 

Bemicre  Stratman 

Esther  Linan 

Rowena  E.  Taylor 

Mrs.  Marcia  Lowo 

Mrs.  Leslie  Valencia 

Mrs.  Adah  B.  McCorkle 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Williams 

Florence  Martin 

The  following  clubwOTien  assisted  with  the  woi*: 

Mrs.  T.  V.  Barrett  Mrs.  P.  F-  Prendergast 

Miss  Crary  MlsB  Bo— Iter 

Miss  Laura  Emory  Miaa  lUa  &  Thorny 

Mrs.  P.  A,  Fennaon  Mlae  Ma^ptfet  PUMpeon 


HOME  TEACHER  REPORT. 
Bj  Mm  Axjunu.  M.  CuMJUL 
During  the  year  just  closing,  I  have  made  or  renewed  aeqnaiAtanoe 
with  over  350  immigrant  families  in  two  school  districts. 

My  home  visits  nm  about  forty  a  week.  Many  of  these  are  concerned 
with  attendance.  Not  only  do  I  vistt  f or  tardiness  and  nimeceMary 
absence,  but  in  my  ceaseless  patrol  of  the  two  disbricts,  I  gather  up 


children  of  families  who  move  into  the  neighborhood  but  are  dilatory 
about  mi^dng  connection  with  the  s(AooL 

Other  visits  investigate  home  conditions  when  the  children  at  school 
show  neglect  and  malnutrition.  These  again  shade  into  intimately  per- 
sonal visitations  taking  up  anything  from  the  family  budget  to  open 
windows  and  bedtime  ablutions.  Occasionally  I  linf^  for  manual 
demonstration  or  to  direct  some  deed  of  cleanlmess  but  more  often  I 
leave  soap  and  return  later  to  behold  results. 

The  most  striking  evolution,  however,  is  seen  in  such  women  as  attend 
the  ^up  lessons  with  any  r^ularity.  Their  improvement  in  personal 
appearance  and  intelligence  of  countenance  is  reidly  Uirilling.  One 
class  of  Mexican  women,  a  timid,  sloppy,  baby-submerged  lot  to  begin 
with,  now  take  an  honorable  place  on  general  sdiool  programs  with 
songs  and  recitations  in  Englidi. 

In  both  districts  together  more  than  150  women  have  attended  the 
group  lessons  for  longer  or  shorter  periods.  They  are  Mexican,  Japan- 
ese, .Italian,  Jewish  and  Spanish.  Instruction  has  been  given  in  Eng- 
lish, Si3wmg,  cooking,  sanitation  and  personal  cleanliness,  singing, 
patriotism  and  thrift. 

Alon^  with  the  home  visits  arid  groap  lessons  I  have  taken  children 
and  parents  to  school  clinics  and  connected  numerous  families  with 
various  social  service  institutions.  I  have  assisted  in  building  up  at- 
tendance in  tile  two  evening  schools.  I  have  engineered /^parties" 
galore  and  in  the  absence  of  a  garden  teacher,  I  conducted  a  small  sup- 
plementary garden  campaign. 

It  seems  to  me  that  every  possible  human  problem  and  tragedy  gets 
dn^ped  into  the  home  teacher's  lap«  And  she  does  what  she  can. 

OUTLINE  OF  THE  POLICY  OF  A  HOME  TEACHER. 

By  JosBraim  Ringnaiaa. 

(Rjeprinted  from  lios  Angeles  City  Schools  Report,  19X7.) 

1.  Visit  the  homes  in  a  friend^  way  to  gain  the  confidenee  md 
friendship  of  tiie  men  as  well  as  of  the  women  of  the  district 

2.  Eeport  to  the  principal  all  important  infcMrmatiosi. 

3.  Eeport  cases  of  sickness  and  iirant  to  the  proper  isonrces  of  reliel 

4.  Visit  the  sick  at  their  hraaes  or  at  the  hospitals,  as  the  case  may  be, 

5.  Visit  employment  bnreans,  industrial  plants*  and  places  where 
both  skilled  and  unskilled  labor  is  needed ;  and  make  efforts  to  bring 
about  cooperation  between  employers  and  night  schools. 

6.  Get  market  reports,  watch  for  bargains  in  cloth,  clothing  and 
shoes.    Show  the  women  when  and  where  to  make  their  purchases. 

7.  Hold  classes  in  English,  sewing,  cooking,  mending,  shoe  repairing, 
etc. 

8.  Have  excursions,  picnics,  parties,  stereoptican  views,  with  simple 
talks  explaining  them,  and  by  these  means  make  the  school  the  com- 
munity center  of  the  district. 
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9.  Keep  a  record  of  each  family  visited,  in  which  shall  appear  dates 
of  visits^  number  in  family,  condition  of  family,  condition  of  home, 
source  of  income,  ete. 

10.  Visit  officers  of  the  societies  for  Home  Finding,  and  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children. 

11.  Encourage  home  gardens,  and  the  preserving  uf  fruits  and  \  ege- 
tables. 

12.  Collect  cast-off  clothing  and  discardt-d  fiiriiuui  and  sell  at  a 
reasouable  ligiu'c  to  the  pi^ople  ut*  disli'iri,  L-ither  for  '*ash  -.r  fur  labor. 


HOME  INSTRUCTION  AND  NATURALIZATION. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Lnited  States  Commissioaer  of  Natu* 
ralization  indicates  the  important  part  home  teachers  can  take  in  the 
* 'America  firsf  movement  for  immigrant  women — ^womeh  who  are 

potenlial  vot»M'.s  in  Califonna: 

''I  U)  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  contained  in  yo\\i  letter  of 
llie  eleventh  ultimo  to  offer  criticism  on  tlie  ^Home  Teachi^  Pamphlet, ' 
which  I  Inr.'-^  read         great  care  and  interest.  ' 

''The  chief  room  for  criticism  is  that  such  a  wise  j^rovision  of  law, 
having  for  its  object  the  education  of  the  motlier,  us.m!  in  iL  broadest 
sense,  has  not  been  universall}  ndopted  or  followed  in  the  oiher  states 
of  tho  Union.  It  speaks  well  for  tlu  i  i  o»:i .  ssiveness  of  the  people  of 
(  ;ili^or!iia  that  they  have  recognized  the  wisdom  and  need  of  o^^wized 
^helpfulness  in  the  home,  not  as  the  pamphlet  aptly  states,  as  a  natter 
of  private  philanthr<^*,  hut  in  the  sense  that  it  is  a  'fine  democratic 
level  of  communal  possession.'     ^  \ 

**When  I  say  that  I  have  no  adverse  criticism  to  make  of  the  ojorric- 
idum  outlined  in  the  pamphlet,  I  do  not  by  any  means  intend  that  the 
plan  may  not  be  improved  or  enlarged  upon,  but  sinee  your  plan  is 
substsmtially  similar  to  that  portion  of  the  bureau's  *  Outline  Course 
in  Citizenship,'  which  deals  with  the  instruction  of  forei<rn-born  adult 
women,  it  will  be  obvious  that  our  views  as  to  the  methods  to  be  i^ftx- 
sued  are  in  accord,  differinsr.  if  at  all,  only  in  details.  The  buri  au  s 
plan,  of  course,  is  larger  in  H.^i>.  >  t,  since  it  contemplates  the  education — 
still  usiuu  that  term  in  its  broad  sense — of  adult  foreigners  throu.diout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  States,  r(*<:ard]ess  of  sex.  The 
operations  of  your  state  will  thcrt^fore  form  a  most  valuable  and  effec- 
tive adjunct  of  the  bureau's  j^eneral  plan. 

'*At  such  time  a.s  the  state  of  eompreheiision  of  the  menihers  df  any  of 
the  classt^s  formed  under  youi*  plan  will  i>ei'mit.  I  \V(»uld  pjirticularly 
(•omniend  a  study  of  a  roui-se  in  civics.  1  make  mention  of  this 
hrcaiLse  ill  your  state,  women  hav»'  Ix^en  endowed  with  the  right  of 
franchise,  and  it  is  therefore  j>eculiarly  desirable  that  they  shall  have 
s<»me  knowled^re  of  the  form  and  structure  of  governnicnr — federal, 
state,  county  and  municipal.  In  that  way  will  the  newly  »  nfranchised 
forei£rn-born  woman  who  votes  ]>e  able  to  cast  her  ballot  with  under- 
standiiio:  and  intelligence,  all  of  which  will  make  for  a  better  and  pnrer 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  government. 

•If  there  are  any  real  grounds  of  criticism  of  the  plan  of  your 
commission,  1  am  sure  that  the  actual  experience  and  contact  of  the 


—  23  — 

9.  Keep  a  record  of  each  family  visited,  in  which  ^all  appear  dates 
of  visits,  number  in  family,  condition  of  family,  condition  of  hmne, 
sonree  of  income,  ete. 

10.  Visit  officers  of  the  societies  for  Home  Finding,  and  Preventioii  of 
Cruelty  to  Children. 

11.  Encourage  home  gardens,  and  the  preserving  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables. 

12.  Collect  cast-off  clothing  and  discarded  furniture,  and  sell  at  a 
reasonable  figure  to  the  people  of  district,  either  for  cash  or  for  labor. 


HOME  INSTRUCTION  AND  NATURALIZATION. 

The  following  letter  from  the  United  States  Commissioiier  of  Natu- 
ralization indicates  the  important  part  home  teachers  can  take  in  the 
^'America  first''  movement  for  immigrant  women — ^women  who  are 

potential  voters  in  California : 

beg  to  thank  you  for  the  op])ortunity  contained  in  yom  letter  of 
the  eleventh  ultimo  to  oi¥er  criticism  on  the  'Home  Teacher  Pamphlet/ 
which  I  have  read  with  great  care  and  interest. 

*'The  chief  room  for  criticism  is  that  such  a  wise  provision  of  law, 
having  for  its  object  the  education  of  the  mother,  used  in  ils  broadest 
sense,  has  not  been  universally  adopted  or  followed  in  the  c^her  states 
of  the  Union.  It  speaks  well  for  the  progressiveness  of  the  people  of 
California  that  they  have  recognized  the  wisdom  and  need  of  CMi^pumed 
helpfulness  in  the  home,  not  as  the  pamphlet  aptly  states,  as  a  .natter 
of  private  philanthropy,  but  in  the  sense  that  it  is  a ^  fine  demberatie 
level  of  communal  posaeasion.'         -  •  ^  \ 

**When  I  say  that  I  have  no  adverse  criticism  to  make  of  the  cprric- 
ulnm  outlined  in  the  pamphlet,  I  do  not  by  any^aieans  intrad  that  the 
plan  may  not  be  improved  or  enlajrged  upon,  but  since  your  plan  is 
substantially  similar  to  that  portion  of  the  bureau's  ^Outline  Course 
in  Citizenship,'  which  deals  with  the  instruction  of  foreign-boro  adult 
women,  it  will  be  obvious  that  our  views  as  to  the  methods  to  be  pa^- 
sued  are  in  accord,  diflfering,  if  at  all,  only  in  details.  The  bureau's 
plan,  of  course,  is  larger  in  aspect,  since  it  contemplates  the  education — 
still  using  that  term  in  its  broad  sense — of  adult  foreigners  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  States,  regardless  of  sex.  The 
operations  of  your  state  will  therefore  form  a  most  valuable  and  effec- 
tive adjunct  of  the  bureau's  general  plan. 

"At  such  time  as  the  state  of  comprehension  of  the  members  of  any  of 
the  classes  formed  under  your  plan  will  permit,  I  would  particularly 
commend  a  study  of  a  coui^e  in  civics.  I  make  mention  of  this 
because  in  your  state,  women  have  been  endowed  with  the  right  of 
franchise,  and  it  is  therefore  peculiarly  desirable  that  they  shall  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  form  and  structure  of  government — federal, 
state,  county  and  municipal.  In  that  way  will  the  newly  enfranchised 
foreign-born  woman  who  votes  be  able  to  cast  her  ballot  with  under- 
standing and  intelligence,  all  of  which  will  make  for  a  better  and  purer 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  government. 

"If  there  are  any  real  grounds  of  criticism  of  the  plan  of  your 
commission,  I  am  sure  that  the  actual  experience  and  contact  of  the 


home  teadMEf  with  the  mothers  will  better  divulge  them  than  any  other 
means  of  which  I  can  think,  and  needless  to  say,  your  commission  will 
nrofll  by  the  resnllB  which  experience  alone  can  bring.  As  the  Uut- 
Une  Course  in  Citizenship'  will  show,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the 
laboratory  method  of  instruction,  rather  than  the  academic  method, 
which  involves  the  exercise  of  the  memory  principally,  and  correspond- 
inelv  therefore,  your  course  of  instruction,  which  is  founded  on  the 
laboratory  method,  appeals  to  me  most  strongly.  In  the  hands  of  sym- 
pathetic and  intelUgent  instructors,  I  am  sure  that  that  method  as 
applied  to  the  splendid  course  of  training  outhned  m  your  pamphlet, 
will  be  productive  of  the  best  results.  _  ^ 

"With  renewed  expressions  of  my  appreciation  of  the  opportunity 
vou  have  given  me  to  become  acquainted  unth  the  plan  of  operation  ot 
vour  commission,  and  with  the  hope  that  the  results  may  be  as  satis- 
factory as  your  mode  of  proceedure  merits,  I  beg  to  remam, 

"Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)    "Riohabd  K.  Campbell, 
Commissioner  of  Naturalization." 


/ 


/  

/  THE  HOME  TEACHER  ACT. 

Chafthk  37. 

(Statutes  of  California,  1*1S.) 

An  am/to  add  a  new  section  to  the  Political  Code  to  he  numbered  sixteen 
Uamdred  seventeen  I,  relating  to  the  emptoymmt  of  home  teacners. 

I  (Approved  April  10,  In  effect  Auffort  S,  1»1B.) 

Ike  people  of  the  State  &f  California  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  A  new  section  is  hereby  added  to  the  Political  Code,  to  be 
numbered  section  sixteen  hundred  seventeen  ft,  and  to  read  as  follows: 

1617&  Boards  of  school  trustees  or  city  boards  of  education  of  any 
««hOol  district,  may  employ  teachers  to  be  known  as  "home  teachers, 
iMt  exceeding  one  such  home  teacher  for  every  five  hundred  units  of 
average  daily  attendance  in  the  common  schools  of  said  district  as  shown 
by  the  report  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  next  pre- 
ceding school  year.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  home  teachers  to  work  m 
the  homes  of  the  pupils,  instructing  children  and  adults  m  matters 
rektinif  to  school  attendance  and  preparation  therefor ;  also  m  sanita- 
tionTin  the  English  language,  in  household  duties  such  as  purchase 
preparation  and  use  of  food  and  of  clothing  and  in  the  fundamental 
nrindnles  of  the  American  system  of  government  and  the  rights  and 
duties  of  citizenship.  The  qualifications  of  such  teacher  shall  be  a 
regular  kindergarten  primary,  elementary  or  secondary  certificate  to 
teadi  m  the  schods  of  California  and  special  fitness  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  home  teadier;  provided,  that  the  salaries  of  su(A  teachers 
shall  be  paid  from  tiie  city  or  cBstrict  special  school  funds. 
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